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Nothing to Dis c los e  



Le a rning  Ob je c t ive s  

• Ide ntify Common Ethica l Dile mmas

• Lis t the  Ethica l Implica tions  of As s is te d Ha tching

• Analyze  Mis take s  and Acc ide nts  in the  Lab



Mis ta ke s  & Ac c ide nts  Ha ppe n



Wha t  Do  You 
Do? ? ?

Quickly As s e s s !
Be  as  ca lm as  
pos s ible
Think, don’t 
panic

As k for He lp!!!
Cle a re r mind
May have  
e xpe rie nce d a  
s imila r inc ide nt

Re port & Expla in Eva lua te  the  
impac t



Cum ulus  Ce ll Re m ova l

• 20  oocyte s  from an e gg donor:
• 1-2 a re  damage d while  s tripping

• 5 a re  los t whe n pipe tting 

• 15 oocyte s  from a  35y/ o
• 1-2 a re  damage d while  s tripping

• 5 a re  los t whe n pipe tting

• 6  oocyte s  from a  40 y/ o
• 1-2 a re  damage d while  s tripping

• 3  a re  los t whe n pipe tting



Moving  Ma te ria l

• Flip a  dis h on a  work s urface
• Find a ll, rins e , into ne w culture  dis h
• Find 9 0 %, 8 0 %, 70 %, …..



• Drop a  dis h on the  floor
• Find a ll, rins e , into ne w culture  

dis h
• Find 90 %, 8 0 %, 70 %, ….





Em bryo  
Tha w

Embryo not re cove re d

Thaw wrong e mbryo

2 cons e nts

La te  change

Se le c t “Be s t Embryo” 
vs  Wrong s pe rm s ource



Dis c a rds

• An e mbryo s till e xis ts  tha t was  s uppos e dly thawe d and trans fe rre d
• Patie nt had no e uploid e mbryos  re maining

• Signe d cons e nt to dis ca rd the  re maining e mbryos

• Lab s ta ff found e mbryo #5, a  e uploid e mbryo

• Embryo #6 , a  mos a ic  e mbryo, was  not found in the  re maining inve ntory

• This  occurre d in the  age  of double -witne s s ing



As s is te d  Ha tc hing

• Pa tie nt is  adamant about not wanting AH
• But wants  ICSI and PGT-A

• Patie nt is  cons ulte d tha t both ICSI and biops y bre ach the  zona  pe lluc ida

• SDFC is  a  fre e ze  a ll program and pe rforms  AH pos t thaw
• Ope ning about  20 -30 % of the  zp

• Patie nt doe s  not want AH pos t-thaw, s till OK with ICSI & biops y

• Lab thaws  an e mbryo and mis take nly pe rforms  the  pos t-thaw AH
• Ne ga tive  pre gnancy te s t

• Pos itive  pre gnancy te s t



Wha t’s  the  
Im pa c t?

Minor/ Low
• No e ffe c t on cyc le  outcome

Mode ra te
• Ne ga tive ly impac ts  the  cyc le  but s till give s  the  

pa tie nt a  good chance  a t s ucce s s

S ignificant
• S ignificantly a ffe c ts  cyc le  outcome

Major
• Extre me ly a ffe c ts  a  pa tie nt or pa tie nts

Whe re  in the  s ys te m did the  e rror occur?



Inc ide nt  Re port s

• Expla in the  inc ide nt

• Who a re  the  pa rtie s  involve d

• What may have  caus e d e rror: Root caus e  ana lys is

• How can we  pre ve nt it from happe ning aga in

This  is  not me ant a s  punis hme nt

It s hould be  a  le a rning e xpe rie nce

Important to dis cus s  with a ll lab s ta ff



S ta ff S hould  fe e l…

That the y a re  in a  s a fe  e nvironme nt

Have  trus t in the ir colle ague s  and le ade rs hip

Comfortable  with the  s ys te m and de c is ion-making proce s s

Ce le bra te  e ve ry achie ve me nt, big or 
s ma ll Le t the  world know!

Lab is s ue s , proble ms , or e rrors  a re  a  lab 
is s ue , not an individua l e mploye e  is s ue

It s tays  in the  lab, with the  re le vant phys ic ian 
and adminis tra tion, and pa tie nt
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