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Objectives

1. Characterize trends in workforce changes and characterize the potential impacts of these 
trends on patient care.

2. To identify avenues of innovation and describe ways for clinicians to be impactful.
3. To describe the impact of consolidation on health care and discuss the importance of 

clinician autonomy.



NIH funding for women’s health

-22%





Private Equity vs. Venture Capital

Private Equity Venture Capital 

Types of 
Business

Mature Startup 

Function • Streamline processes 
• Improve efficiencies

• Provide capital 
• Advise on business principals

Ownership Controlling Noncontrolling interest in many 
companies 

Investment > $100M < $10M



Annual Fertility Tech VC Funding







Fertility Care Innovation

Direct to Consumer 







At home US 

Chung E, et al. Obstet Gynecol. 2022;139(4):561-570







ASRM to Support Innovation 

●ASRM RESEARCH INSTITUTE

●ASRM-SSR collaboration

●Supporting fellowship education

●ASRM to support startups 

–Opportunities at annual meeting

–Innovation summit 

●ASRM incubator (??)



$1,009,314














Increase REI training 

●Universal curriculum
– Clinical training 
– Research training 
– Entrepreneurship 

●Partnership program
●CME
●Mentorship 
●Financial support (?) 









Why do have a wait?





APP practice patterns



Physician-APP Summit

●Goal: Develop ways to integrate APPs into REI practice 

●Physicians/APPs

●Working groups
– Practice areas 

– Procedures

– Protocols 

●Education needs to be developed 








Embryology education 

●Curriculum 

– Didactic education

– Simulation 

– Hands on IRL 

●Collaboration with practices 

●Certificate vs. Certification 







Hospital Consolidation Increases Price



Clinic Consolidation

●Workforce shortage
●Diminishing reimbursements
●Supply chain shortages drive pricing 
● Increasing innovation

NEED ECONOMIES OF SCALE



Private Equity 

●933 practices acquired, 2013-2020

●2018 – more employed than self-employed 

●Two companies own ~33% of ERs (TeamHealth, Envision)

●Blackstone purchased TeamHealth for $6.1B  in 2016

●PE investment ~$340B, 2010-2020



Charges per claim before/after PE

Singh Y, et al. Jama Health Forum. 2022;3(9):e222886. 



Nursing home quality decreased 

● Increased cost – 11%

● Increased prob death – 10%

● Decreased nursing 

● Increased use psychotics 

Becker Friedman Institute at U of C







Summary

● Technology is playing an increasing role 
– AI
– Automation
– Industry vs. MD lead

● Education is key 
● Support staff
● Expand physician workforce 
●APP workforce roles
● Consolidation – Health care should be run by doctors
● Embryology school 
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